Citizens Acti 
is fast growin 


By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Organized citizen and consumer ad- 
vocacy is alive in Terre Haute. 


Its moving force is called the Citizens_ 
Agti ition. And it is growlfig fäst. ` 


In the past few months, three neigh- 
borhood groups—Highland Neighbors, 
Association, Third to 13th Street Home- 
owners Association and Indian Acres 
Neighborhood Association—and a Nurs- 
ing Home Action Committee and Church 
Utility Committee have been formed 
with CAC guidance and assistance. 

Those groups are pursuing issues of 
concern to them and several meetings 
have been conducted with public of- 
ficials and others. Reports of their 
meetings have been released and the 
most recent, a report on three Terre 
Haute nursing homes, has been 
criticized by nursing home officials. 

The CAC, a “not for profit, private 
organization,” is a statewide advocacy 
group with a central office in Indian- 
apolis. 

The state director is Fritz Wiecking. 
Joan First is assistant director, Richard 
Malcolm is treasurer and Janelle 
Cousino is called chairperson of state 
activities. 

Staff directors are dispatched to each 
county where CAC activities are concen- 
trating. Those counties include Vigo, 
Clark, Floyd, Allen, Marion and St. 
Joseph. 

Ira Resnick. with the CAC since 1976, 
is Vigo County’s staff director. 

Wiecking, in Washington, was not 
available for comment. but Ms. First 
explained in a telephone interview how 
the coalition works. 

She said it was founded by “a large 
number of different groups” in 1974 to 
investigate and fight utility rate hikes. 
At that time, it was called Citizens 
Energy Coalition. 

-= Members included church, civic and 
labor groups and community action or- 
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With victories in some utility battles, 
Ms. First said, the group decided to 
broaden its scope and organize on a local 
level. 

A grant was received from the Cam- 
paign for Human Development of the 
Catholic Church and seed money was 
available for efforts in South Bend, 
Terre Haute, New Albany and Fort 
Wayne. 

Resnick was dispatched to the Terre 
Haute area in March, 1977, to conduct 
research on the area. In June, a steering 
committee— later made into a board of 
directors—was formed and the Vigo 
County CAC was underway. 

Paul Edgerton, an associate dean of 
Student Life at Indiana State University, 
is president of the board. He said the 
local group is presently sponsored by 
eight groups which have representatives 
on the board. 

Those include the local unit of United 
Auto Workers, Central Labor Council, 


Wabash Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
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Maple Avenue United Methodist Church, 
First United Methodist Church, Sisters 
of Providence, St. Joseph’s Church and 
Central Christian Church, he said. 


Edgerton said the primary goal of the 
coalition is to improve the quality of 
community life. A press release on the 
local group states: 


“CAC of Vigo County helps local 
families to vote not every two or four 
years, but every day of their lives.” 

Two local board members, Margaret 
Banker and Gerthyl Bell, are also mem- 
bers of the statewide CAC board of 
directors. Ms. First said that board has 
about 36 members who are kept aware 
of what loca! organizations are doing. 

That board also is engaged in state- 
wide concerns centering on utility rates, 
unemployment and nursing home care, 
she said. 

Ms. First noted the statewide board 
does not suggest issues for local groups 
to pursue. ‘The state board does not get 
involved with local projects,” she said. 
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Report. of tbat 
action group clarified | 


By ROB ALLEN a 
Tribune Staff Writer-+ 


A recent announcement by 
the Nursing Home Action Com- 
mittee, a citizens group receiv- 
ing assistance from the cit zens 
Action Coalitiog, concerning 

Three’ Terre faute nursing 
homes has been clarified. 

Ira Resnick, a staff director 
for the CAC and principal or- 
ganizer of four local citizens 

groups, told The TRIBUNE 
' Thursday that an earlier press 
| release is no longer accurate. 

In that announcement, writ- 
ten by Resnick, it was stated 
that at one nursing home ‘‘pa- 
tients (were) receiving medica- 
tion without doctors consent.” 

The release did not specify 
which nursing home of three 
reviewed allegedly committed 
the deficiency. 

The three reviewed were 
listed as Meadows Manor East, 
Meadows Manor North and 
į Canterbury. 

However, an inspection of 
those nursing homes’ records 
by the The TRIBUNE failed to 
i find that Beuigiency ipe any of 
them. 

When mntactal: Resnick 
first indicated he wanted to 
stand by the earlier statement, 
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but later in the conversation he 
concurred that the alleged vio- 
lation was not in the nursing 
homes’ inspection reports. 

Resnick said there was a 
misunderstanding about one of 
the deficiencies listed in a re- 
port for one of the nursing 
homes. 

That deficiency concerned 
how medication for two pa- 
tients was charted. A nursing 
home administrator, who asked 
not to be identified, said the 
deficiency ‘‘was an error in 
charting, not in giving medica- 
tion.” 

The administrator further 
said a conference was con- 
ducted with all nursing per- 
sonnel who distribute medica- 
tions which stressed the thor- 
ough checking of medication 
orders and the necessity of 
charting accurately. The group 
has since issued a release 
which states, “The April 11th 
report of the NHAC that one 
patient was receiving medicine 
without doctor's consent, 
should read that the medication 
given was incorrectly 
‘charted.’” 

Resnick said the primary 
purpose of the earlier an- 
nouncement was to make the 
public aware that inspection 
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reports on nursing homes exist | 
and they are available at the 
local Social Security Office for 
homes that use medicare. | 

Paul Edgerton, president of | 
the Vigo County CAC board of 
directors, was asked about the 
release on the nursing homes. 

Edgerton said the group was, 
“not out to conduct a witch | 
hunt” but was “wanting to find 
out what the facts are,” He said | 
the group wants to do a “thor-| 
ough job of investigating what 
conditions are at nursing 
homes.” 

Ruth Bouck, a State Board of 
Health official who deals with | 
health care facility inspections, | 
said it is not uncommon for 
deficiencies to be found when | 
inspecting any health care fa- 
cility. “We're all human,” she | 
said. “It would be pretty dif- | 
ficult not to find something.” | 

Further, she said “any deri- 
ciency in drug handling is a 
concern and we would expect it 
to be changed immediately. | 
But, often it is a matter of| 
recording—not giving medica- | 
tion.” | 

Ms. Bouck said suca deficien-' 
cies “show up every now and 
then” but no facility would be 
given an approval if a correc- 
tion was not lees 
made. 
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spawn conflict, 


Vigo County Citizens Action 

says Terre Haute’s Department 
of Redevelopment is taking a 
“flash in the pan approach to 
community input.” 

Robert Payne, — Redevelop- 
ment Department director, 
says Vigo County Citizens Ac- 
tion is “all wet.” 

At issue are two public meet- 
ings slated for Tuesday and 
Wednesday of this week con- 
cerning $2.4 million in Com- 
munity Development Block 
Grants. 

The Redevelopment Depart- 
ment is conducting the meet- 
ings to receive public input 
about what the money should be 
spent for. 

Paul Edgerton, Citizens Ac- 
tion leader, sent Payne a three- 
page letter detailing the 
group’s dissatisfaction about 
the meetings. 

Four charges are made: 

ethe Department “did not 
give adequate 10 days notice of 
the public hearings regarding 
citizen participation on how the 
city will spend its CD share.” 

ethe Department “should 
seek the views of the new and 
numerous neighborhood as- 
sociations as to how they would 
want to see the CD funds used.” 

ethe Department ‘‘should fol- 
low the CD guidelines for cities 
with populations over 50,000 
persons and schedule hearings 
‘at the neighborhood level." 

ethe Department ‘should 
submit their ‘written citizens 
participation plan’ to the public 
so we may become involved in 
the $2.4 million worth of de- 
cisions that are ahead.” 

Payne, contacted Tuesday af- 
ternoon, said Citizens \ Action 
“didn’t know what they were 
talking about.” 

Payne said the Department 
planned to schedule more than 
two public meetings — ‘‘proba- 
bly about six altogether” — and 
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do not have to be scheduled 
until “next January or Febru- 
ary.” 

Payne said the two meetings 
scheduled for this week ‘‘were 
set up because we thought we 
could get more people to at- 
tend.” 

“Weather will be much 
worse in January and Febru- 


Payne said the “10 days no- 
tice” provision only applies to 
the final two public hearings 
“that are required.” 

“These aren't the last two,” 
Payne said. ‘‘Only the last two 
are subject to the 10 days no- 
tice." 

Payne also said he con- 
sidered the notice was sent “in 
ample time” for citizens to be 
notified about the hearings. 

Asked how many citizens he 
expected to attend the hear- 
ings, Payne said, “if we get 
four, we'll be lucky People just 
don't come to meetings unless 
there is something con- 
troversial.” 

About Citizens Action, Payne 
said, “They've only been in 
town a few months. They don’t 
have the background on things. 
It would be better if they took a 
positive outlook on things in- 
stead of the negative.” 

Payne added that the Depart- 
ment would welcome input 
from Citizens Action on the 
grants. “‘The better the citizen 
input the better,” Payne said. 

Contacted Wednesday morn- 
ing, Payne said only four 
citizens did attend the Tuesday 
meeting and none were from 
the Citizens Action group. 
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A representative group of in- 
dividual citizens, organiza- 
tional representatives and 
small-business representatives 
scheduled a press conference 
Tuesday morning to discuss 
plans to press the Public Ser- 
vice Commission to schedule a 
public hearing at Terre Haute. 

Public Service Indiana has 
filed testimony with the PSC in 
connection with an average 18 
percent rate increase requested 
last December. The Citizens 
Action Coalition ig requesting a 
local hearing before PSC in- 
asmuch as the 18 percent in- 
crease being requested is over 
and above the fuel adjustment 
increase already granted in 
connection with the coal striks 
crisis. In speaking for the CAC, 
Mrs. Mary Street. representing 
the Third to 13th Street Home- 


Lad Association, doted, 

“We believe that the public has 
the right to know the whole 
story about a $75.3 million in- 
crease in electric utility rates.” 

The CAC is asking the PSC to 
“schedule a formal field hear- 
ing on cause number 35214 (the 
number assigned to the 18 
percent increase request) 
sometime this summer,” and is 
urging business, civic, labor, 
farm and homeowner leaders to 
work together and make their 
voice heard in the determina- 
tion of electric-utility policies 
which affect everyone. 

Other organizations repre- 
sented at Tuesday’s meeting 
included Phil Johnson and Don 
Leslie, Central East Side 
Merchants Association; Cyn- 
thia Wolfe, League of Women 
Voters of Terre Haute; Gene 
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tral Labor Council; Virgil Ces- 
inger, chairman of the Vigo 
County Farmers Union; and 
Mrs. Vada Snoddy, Highland 
Neighborhood Association. The 
12 Points Merchants Associa- 
tion and the Indian Acres 
Neighborhood Association have 
indicated their support of the 
effort, but did not send repre- 
sentatives to the meeting. 

The group is asking that the 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
City Council the local colleges 
and university as well as large 
businesses join in the effort to 
schedule the hearing. 

According to a CAC spokes- 
man, Tuesday’s meeting was 
noteworthy in that, for the first 
time, small businessmen, labor 
and farm representatives were 
joining with homeowners to 
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tion. A great deal of confusion 
exists, the spokesman noted, 
concerning the actual impact of 
the coal strike and the fuel- 
adjustment. allowance on the 
requested increase, and a pub- 
lic hearing should help clarify 
the issues. 

Businessmen also noted the 
increased cost of doing business 
brought on by the higher utility 
rate would be a pass-on item to 
customers for their goods and 
services. 

Mrs. Street’s statement con- 
tinued, “Last winter, Terre 
Haute was singled out for 
nation-wide coyerage about the 
hardships faced by local busi- 
nesses and families. As we all 
recall, the entire country was 
shocked by the severe condi- 
tions in our city.” The CAC is 
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interested in learning why the 
city should continue to suffer 
increased costs after an un- 
precedented effort to conserve. 


The Public Service Company 
has issued a statement which 
says, in part, if the requested 18 
percent increase is granted, 
“bills for large industrial and 
commercial customers would 
increase an average of 19 
percent and the cost for small 
commercial and industrial cus- 
tomers would go up an average 
of 20 percent.” 


The CAC notes all requests 
for local field hearings must be 
received by the Public Services 
Commissioners by June 5, and 
they urge those interested 
write directly to the PSC at the 
State Office Building, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., 46204. 
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Citizens Actio 


A new program to identify local 
neighborhood needs in Terre Haute 
has been announced by Vigo County 


Citizens Action and Daniel Polka; ~ 


MSW, assistant professor of social 
work at Indiana State University. 
Students in a three-credit under- 
graduate course taught by Polka will 
conduct a door-to-door survey of 
neighborhood needs on the northside 


n, class prepare survey 


of the city. 

The course, ‘‘Community Welfare 
Systems,” represents the first time a 
class in the skills of community or- 
ganization will be offered to Indiana 
State students. Similar courses are 
available in various schools of social 
work throughout the country. 

Under the auspices of Citizens Ac- 
tion neighborhood leaders, 15 to 20 
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students will determine concern on 
the issues of housing, crime, traffic, 
transportation, streets and side- 
walks, drainage, and parks and recre- 
ation. 

The survey also will ask if resi- 
dents would participate in the ac- 
tivities of a local neighborhood or- 
ganization. 

“This program goes a step beyond 
the Community Development Block 
Grant hearings scheduled for later 
this month,” says Citizens Action 
spokeswoman Kay Wicks. 

“It goes directly to the neighbor- 
hoods and asks what improvements 
residents would like to see made. 
Citizens Action believes that the com- 
munity can help the students and the 
students can help the community 
through the program.” 

“Our goal is to encourage the social 
work student to develop a sense of 
professional responsibility toward the 
community in general,” says Polka. 
.“I am hoping to realize this through 
an integrative approach to theory and 
practical experience.” 

According to the statement, the 
actual door-to-door surveys will begin 
in the middle of February. 


Turnout Pleasin 


Ira Reznick, director of the Vigo 
County Citizens Action, was pleased 
with the turnout at Wednesday 
evening’s public hearing on Com- 
munity Development Block Grant 
funding uses. 

Citizens Action during the last year 
has organized many neighborhood in- 
terest groups and many were repre- 
sented Wednesday night at the hear- 
ing. Among the groups represented 
were Indian Acres, Highland, High- 
land East, Central Southside, Third to 
Thirteenth Street, and Near North- 
side, 

“Just to think a year ago there 
were only five or six people attending 
these hearings. There is a great deal 
of public interest now and I vision this 
tonight as a boost toward a positive 
interaction between local govern- 
ment and the citizens of this com- 
munity,” said Reznick. 

Robert L. Payne, executive direc- 
tor of the Terre Haute Department of 
Redevelopment which administers 
the block grant program, said public 
participation was important to the 
program. 

“These hearings give the citizens 
an opportunity to point out to us their 
needs for better and safer living 
conditions. For too long, citizens have 
not participated actively in these 


types of programs atat am glad to 
see there is much interest,” re- 
marked Payne. 


Reznick said he intends to follow up 
a suggestion to form a citizens ad- 
visory committee representative of 
the entire community. Payne said he 
is in favor of an advisory committee 
because it allows the public a voice in 
the decision-making process. 
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ISU’s Fraternity Row 


By TONY TANOOS 
` Star Staff Writer 

Indiana State University President 
Richard G. Landini met with mem- 
bers of the Vigo County_ Citizens 
Action group “Tuesday evening at 
Grace United Methodist Church and 
the ISU boss got an earfull, especially 
on the subject of fraternity row on 
south Sixth Street. 

Landini, Don Roberts, vice presi- 
dent for development and public af- 
fairs and Robert Thompson, director 
of university relations, were on hand 
to discuss the university’s role in 
supporting neighborhood revitaliza- 
tion in Terre Haute. However, Lan- 
dini did the talking and the answering 
of questions while Roberts and 
Thompson listened attentively. 

“I haven’t been as active as I would 
like in community affairs,” Landini 
told the packed meeting room. ‘‘This 
evening provides something of an 
opportunity to find out what you feel 
about Indiana State University and 
what it needs to do for the communi- 
ty.” 

After Landini gave a brief history 
of the university and its current 
impact on the local economy, the ISU 
chief executive focused on a point 
which he felt would be of chief in- 
terest to the gathering — the closing 
of Chestnut Street and 6th Street in 
the heart of the ISU campus. 

“You might ask ‘Why does he 
(Landini) want those streets 
cloaed?’,” Landini said. Answering 
his own question, Landini said, “We 
have a responsibility. In the students 
you have very high pressure gas with 
a thin lid. They are concerned about 
it. It is a very active area and besides 
slowing down the flow of students to 
class it is very dangerous when it is 
crowded. a £ 


“There should be an environment 
which is conducive to study. We don’t 
want something that is a street cor- 
ner out of some busy city,” Landini 
said. The ISU president was referring 
to plans to seal off of the campus to 
inner traffic and continued efforts to 
landscape it, giving the entire cam- 
pus a more pleasing atmosphere. 

The minute Landini opened up the 
meeting to questions he was asked 
about the deterioating situation of 
what is known as fraternity row along 
Sixth Street between College Street 
and Washington Avenue. Residents in 
that area were bothered by the noise 
from the fraternity houses, the poor 
condition of the yards and the general 
condition of the houses themselves. 

Landini promised to meet with the 
intrafraternity council at ISU and 
also said he would talk to the heads of 
the fraternities to see if they would 
cooperate in straightning up their act. 
The ISU president also gave his 
strong support for the students. 

“I hope it goes without saying that 
I feel that this is the finest student 
body I’ve ever come across, but you 
always have a percentage of 
wrongdoers. It’s the nature of student 
life,” Landini said. 

Landini also agreed with a person 
who asked the president if he was 
aware of some the rental units which 
were offered to students to live in 
during the school year. ‘‘Some of the 
rental property for students ts appall- 
ing. Some of them are rip-offs,” 
Landini said. He added he couldn’t 
advise the students to not rent nor 
could he personally tell the owners 
what to do because of the risk of 
litigation. He said he could help the 
students be careful in choosing their 
living quarters during their careers 
at ISU. 
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By Carl Roger Orth 


Citizens Action, the coalition of a half-dozen, self-help neigh- 
borhood groups, may soon reach the crossroads of its brief 1-1/2 
year history. 

Greta Ellis of the Indianapolis HUD (Department of Housing 
and Urban Development) office recently contacted two local 
groups to set up a late September workshop. The workshop, with a 
specific date unannounced, is aimed to improve communications 
between the hodge podge of government agencies and the grass 
roots organizations. Ellis’ thirst for information provided the oppor- 
tunity for self-appraisal of the local groups’ sizeable number of ac- 
complishments as well as shortcomings, since November, 1977. 

New trends are emerging, though, which may either pull the 
rug out from under the still shaky associations or reinforce the 
foundations of the groups’ participatory democracy. Some trends 
include: 

--HUD officials are bettering their ties to various neighborhood 
activists around the state. In the past two years HUD has more or 
less overlooked the efforts of such associations. But they now 
seem sufficiently impressed with the effectiveness of such groups 
to perhaps pump in badly need financial assistance as part of 
federal neighborhood revitalization programs. 

--Citizens Action broadened its base with the Aug. 28 forma- 
tion of the Krumbhaar association on the southwesterly side of the 
city. Several of the six CA groups have been hibernating, so new 
associations take on added importance. The ‘‘avenues,” though, 
particularly the cluster of homes in the Locust Street area, still are 
not represented in CA. 

--lra Resnick, the coalition’s executive director, is making 
noises about leaving Terre Haute in the near future. Resnick 
generates a good deal of good will among association members. 
He has plied his organizational abilities reasonably well, particu- 
larly in brainstorming with the groups the visual gimmicks to draw 
more publicity from an often lethargic local press and to gain the 
much-sought-after television news exposures. 

Question: will Resnick’s eventual departure undo the work 
that has been done? WIII the groups fade away in a few years? Or 
have the groups attained enough self-confidence to make the as- 
sociations self-perpetuating? Citizens Action is standing at the 
crossroads. 

Although the groups can bask in an abnormal amount of atten- 
tion during the mayoral election, Citizens Action is still “small 
potatoes.” To be sure, virtually every CA meeting in the past 
months have drawn remarkable crowds, usually around 100, 
because of ‘hot’ topical issues or the presence of community 
leaders such as ISU president Dr. Landini (see box for story). In any 
given week, for instance, the group in the northern half of the city 
can directly reach about 3,000 people with word of anew project or 
meeting through church announcements, the CA newspaper and 
other sources. That’s about 3,000 people out of around 30,000, 
Resnick figures. 

“We must involve more than 10 percent of the near northside 
residents,” Resnick recently commented. 

Progress toward building membership is slow because of the 
fundamental principle of CA: broadbased participation. In this 
respect, according to Resnick, the Terre Huate groups differ 
markedly from their big city counterparts. In Indianapolis, for ex- 
ample, a small staff acts as a people’s advocate. Proportionately, 
the Indy groups involve far fewer residents than Terre Haute 
groups. CA wants democracy in its purest sense instead of 
delegating authority to a very small number of representatives. But 
building from the grass roots up seems more difficult than organiz- 
ing from top to bottom. 
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Local churches have not yet plunged into the Citizens Action 
effort. Rev. Joe Hollen likened the 15 Terre Haute United Methodist 
churches, including his own Grace United Methodist Church, to a 
“sleeping giant,” in regard to social issues. Churches and pastors 
often supply the meeting room facilities and serve as pitchmen for 
upcoming projects and meetings with “Neighborhood Sundays.” 
The Indianapolis Catholic Archdiocese and the Catholic-funded 
Campaign for Human Development provide financial support to 
CA. Still, Citizens Action has not fully utilized the vast potential of 
churches. 

Neither have businesses been active in the CA movement. 
Small businesses did put up the $400 to print the CA newspaper, 
‘Neighborhood News.” Big businesses have so far declined to act 
on overtures from CA. 

State and federal officials also have not coordinated their 
efforts with CA in the past. Greta Ellis of HUD said HUD funded 21 
neighborhood groups in 1978, none in Indiana. HUD officials are 
reversing that oversight. Ellis and others are studying 15 groups in 
Indiana, two of them in Terre Haute (the Highland and Near North- 
side groups). Vada Snoddy and Dorothy Jacobs represented High- 
land at the recent session with Ellis. Marjorie Trench represented 
Near Northside. Also included were Redevelopment department 
officials. (Incidentally, the two groups were arbitrarily picked; 
groups on the southside were left out due mostly to inequities in 
bereaucratic red tape). Ellis presented some ideas and observa- 
tions of her own. She noted Indianapolis groups were suing the 
city for misuse of community block grant monies, an intriguing pre- 
cedent. ‘We really needed you two years ago,’ Bob Payne of 
Redevelopment department told Ellis. He affirmed CA had been of 
great assistance to him. They give feedback to city officials usually 
left in the dark as to public reaction, even to city officials who 
foster public indifference. Rev. Richard Baumer of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church concurred on the “good rapport” which 
Citizens Action encourages. Both pointed out the auspicious 
beginning of the New Krumbhaar group, with 85 persons in atten- 
dance at the first meeting. 

The Krumbhaar group plans to be a figurative “two by four” 
piece of wood to prompt action from city government. The area 
bounded by Third Street, Margaret Avenue, Prairieton Road (Hwy. 
63) and Voorhees Street consists mostly of working families dwell- 
ing in roughly 275 households. 

Topics at the Aug. 28 meeting have a familiar ring to them: 
lousy sewer drainage, excess speeding, vandalism, chuckholes 
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Redevelopment Department officials and Citizens Action represen- 
tatives have worked closely together in trying to solve neighborhood 
problems. From left are Greta Ellis, Redevelopment Director Bob Payne, 
the Rev. Joe Hollen, ira Resnick, Marjorie Trench, Dorothy Jacobs, and 
Vada Snoddy. Photo by Orth. 


. and poor park facilities. However, the area is to receive part of $4 


million to the city from the federal community block grant develop- 
ment program. Krumbhaar residents are brimming with ideas on 
how to spend the influx of hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Another problem peculiar to the Krumbhaar area sets apart the 
new group from existing ones. Most efforts have failed to involve 
the people residing in the Margaret Avenue housing project. The 
apathetic attitude among some of the individuals in the federal 
housing project has stirred some resentment among homeowners. 

Several weeks ago The Spectator talked with several repre- 
sentatives of the Krumbhaar group. Larry McBride, Barbara Stoffer 
and Paul Winton expressed their ideas on the direction of the 
neighborhood. ‘‘We just fell into it,” Stoffer said of the increasing 
activism. “We're all just normal people.” Government indifference 
spurred the activism. Susan Sampson of the Highland group sat in 
on the interview. This cross-pollination is typical of Citizens Ac- 
tion. Existing groups help new groups to organize and avoid the 
pitfalls involved in fighting city hall. Said Sampson: “Used to be 
the neighborhood was just a place to live; but now it’s more a part 
of me.” 

Deteriorating physical condition of the neighborhood naturally 
upset the Krumbhaar residents. Flooding of Helen and Harding 
with two feet of water during rains is common. What few sidewalks 
exist are grown over with weeds, according to McBride. First and 
Preston has the only “shiny sidewalk,” according to Stoffer, 
because of so many broken beer bottles. Rain washes sand and 
gravel into dry wells and plugs the dry wells. Voorhees Park is stil! 
the most poorly equipped park in the city, by their estimation. The 
city has still not installed restrooms at the park. Also, McBride has 
witnessed drivers upturn their hot rods on two wheels. Preston and 
Greenwood, with few stop signs, are virtual drag strips. Two 
wrecks at Jefferson and Preston injured children standing at the 
corner. 


Krumbhaar residents are concerned about 
decaying neighborhood, growth, of crime and 
decline in moral values. 


But an apparent decline in moral values and individual respon- 
sibility bothers the Krumbhaar residents the most. Stoffer battled 
neighbors across the alley from her on a trash problem. She has 
found Pampers on her back doorstep at times from trash which is 
strewn about the alley. Tough kids bully younger children at 
Voorhees Park, according to Paul Winton. Juvenile delinquency 
continues to take a toll on the neighborhood. ‘‘You have to lock up 
everything,” Winton said. The three Krumbhaar residents report 
unpunished thefts of lawnmowers, stereos, bicycles, even gas and 
crankcase oil siphoned from a church bus. A lack of disclipline dis- 
played among youths who hang out at nearby Third Street 
restaurants deeply concerns the three. 

City agencies have not exactly leaped to the defense of resi- 
dents. “| don’t think much of the health department,” Stoffer said 
concerning the alley trash problem. Stoffer was informed by a 
department staffer that the agency was too busy to hanlde the 
problem. “After calling them for a year you get a little hoarse.” 
Stoffer also found a probation officer unresponsive to her com- 
plaint about a vindictive and hostile 16-year-old girl. In addition, 
the Terre Haute Housing Authority has not been helpful, according 
to the Krumbhaar residents, in handling complaints of unruly 
children from the Margaret Avenue housing project. (THHA offi- 
cials, in turn, complain of prejudice toward federal housing resi- 
dents. The Housing Authority has received only a few minor com- 
plaints this year. They point out a recreation supervisor conducts a 
program to occupy youths). Police patrois also seem infrequent to 
residents. Said McBride: “1 don’t blame anybody who doesn’t want 
to come down here by himself at night.” What about arrests? ‘‘Ar- 
rests?” sneers Winton. ‘‘Arrest is a dirty word around here.” 

The Krumbhaar residents share many of the same gripes as the 
other Citizens Action groups. The Krumbhaar people also share 
the same kind of faith in their neighborhood's vitality. The real 
proof of the effectiveness of Citizens Action is neighborliness. 
After all, the three ask rhetorically, how many neighbors on the 
same block did you know before the advent of Citizens Action? 


ISU ISU president opens 
neighborhood dialogue °*° °? pF 


Conflicting interests still divide ISU and the Terre Haute com- 
munity. But ISU President Dr. Richard Landini and the Near North- 
side neighborhood association moved one step closer toward 
resolving those differences at a recent meeting. 

Landini talked about the closing of Sixth and Chestnut Streets 
to city traffic. Homeowners expressed a great deal of irritation over 
rental properties for students and fraternities encroaching on the 
city’s oldest neighborhoods. 

Landini apologized that his campus duties have kept him from 
pursuing a more active role in community affairs. But he 
emphasized that ISU needs are in the same interests of the city. 
ISU is a small city by \tself of nearly 13,500 people. What is eco- 
nomically good for ISU ts economically good for the city. Competi- 
tion for a declining number of high school grag Aiia will become 
keen in the next few years. he said. 

Concerning the closing of city streets in the ISU campus, Lan- 
dini noted that Sixth Street traffic consists of/60 percent university 
triffic. The university has bean lucky since /accidents at the inter- 
section have been very few. “iye always through if you take some- 
thing you put something back.’\ ISU would renounce certain park- 
ing lots. / 

Landini also said the university recently has taken no proper- 
ties off the tax roils. ISU Foundation is derving merely as a holding 
company of downtown property unhil merchants decide what they 
want to do. Also, ISU assumed contkól of the YWCA building and 
the former Emetine Fairbanks to ag building only as a 
community service. 

Questions dwelled mainly on jae of rental properties 
for students and fraternities. mT 

Q‘ Does any board investigafe rental eer for students? 

A: ISU ran a campus and ptt- -campus\‘clearinghouse" until 
litigation presented legal A Students, come as adults. The 
university can exercise little authority over ‘them, just influence 
them. / \ 

Q: How can university help in better maintenance and house- 
keeping of the fraternities/ especially along ‘Fraternity Row” 
along South Sixth Street? 

A: Appeal to the mnertfataiaity Council first so peksuasion can 
be tried. 

Still, questions abou ‘fraternities persisted, particularly among 
residents of the designated Farrington Grove historic district. Why 
can’t university control fraternities more if university approval must 
be given for fraterniti@s to exist? Landini again cited legal en- 
tanglements and division of authority between ISU and city agen- 
cies. Some people noted that fraternities next door forms their only 
association with ISU/ With beer cans strewn about, uncut grass 
and noise, the assgciation often is not a pleasant one. Landini 
acknowledged theig concerns. 

Another individual asked Landini to work on a city ordinance 
governing apartments for students similar to a Bloomington ordi- 
nance. Landini sdid the university would work on it. He noted, 
however, that students are tripling up in campus housing this year. 

The subject /turned once again to the closing of Sixth and 
Chestnut Streets. The university is studying an idea to eliminate 
parking on Fourth andFifth Streets and Tippecanoe Street in order 
to transform those streets into boulevards. The idea of an overpass 
received lukewarm response from both sides. 


Hello, stranger. 


Searching for answers to all those who/what/where 
questions about your new city? 

As a WELCOME WAGON Representative, it's my job to help 
you get settied in the neighborhood 

By bringing you some useful gifts. Community info. 


Advice on reliable businesses in your new neighborhood. 
And more. 

A WELCOME WAGON call should be one of the very 
first nice things to happen when you're new here. 


Vet ame Wigon 


Neva Scheffknecht 
299-5973 


Melania Nutzman 
877-2877 


Trudi Thomson 
234-4582 
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By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 


Some customers’ served by the 
Terre Haute Water Works Corpora- 
tion oppose the proposed rate hike 
because they believe the utility’s 
stockholders will be the biggest 
beneficiaries when local water bills 
increase. 


According to corporation officials, 
for each dollar raised because of the 
rate increase, 11 cents goes to holders 
of common and preferred stock. The 
corporation maintains they should be 
afforded a fair return on their invest- 
ment. 

But, persons like Pat Jenkins, a 


Vigo County P 
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` member of the board of directors of 
Vigo County Citizens Action, contend 
water bills should not increase just to 
give stockholders an increase in earn- 
ings per share. Mrs. Jenkins referred 
to Value-Line Investment Survey and 
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the 1978 annual report of the 
American Water Works which in- 
dicate, since 1974, earnings per com- 
mon share have increased 79 percent, , 
$1.64 to 2.93. 

“While the water corporation is 
anxious to pay bigger dividends to — 
their stockholders, it is the consumer — 
who is having to pay more and get 
less service,” Mrs. Jenkins said. 

She said her water, at times, has 
been rusty and had an odor. ‘‘The 
quality of the water, on occasion, has 
been poor,” she said. y i 

Recently, the water corporation 
installed water softening equipment 
which they claim has improved the 
quality of water. 

The improvement of services also 
is a concern of Warren G. Walker, 
2801 Garfield Ave. Walker attended 
the Tuesday night Public Service 
Commission field hearing and said he 
was there “... for the people who © 
weren’t able to be here.” f 

Walker alluded to problems at 12th 
Street and Garfield Avenue where an 
underground leak apparently has ex- 
isted for almost three years. 

“To me, an increase in rates is 
ridiculous. It’s just a matter of lack 
of service, waste of equipment and 
lazy employees,” Walker said. 

Officials of the water works claim 
the current rate request is filed on the 
basis of a cost of service study. The 
last increase granted was predicated 
on costs of operation and investment 
of facilities through June 30, 1976. 

The water works said additional. 
revenues are needed because of in- 
creased operating and maintenance 
expenses, including labor costs, 
power costs, chemical costs, 
transportation costs, as well as in- 
creases in materials and supplies. 

Another reason for the rate change 
is to support investment in additional 
facilities which include the new sof- 
tening equipment, additional pump- 
ing equipment and the installation of — 
mains, ‘hydrants and other facilities. 


State Official Speaks 
At Citizen Action 
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Meeting On Insurance 


By CHRIS COMBS 
Star Staff Writer 
Most insurance problems are com- 
munication problems a Indiana De- 
partment of Insurance representative 
told a group of about 50 citizens at a 
public meeting Thursday evening. 
“About 95 percent of the com- 
plaints we find between companies 
and policyholders are because of a 
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lack of communication,” Michael 
Kirby, an staff member of the IDI 
office in Indianapolis, said at the 
meeting at Sacred Heart School 
scheduled by Vigo County Citizens 
Action to be a forum for local resi- 
dents to voice complaints about 
homeowners policies. 

Kirby said many problems 
policyholders may have are not 
brought to the attention of the state 
insurance department which has a 
consumer services division to deal 
with complaints and answer ques- 
tions. “I'm afraid we don’t know 
about them (persons with problems) 
because they don’t know about us,” 
he said. 

Kirby was asked to explain the 
department’s functions and to answer 
specific questions concerning 
homeowners insurance. All licensed 
insurance companies are regulated 
by the department in four areas — 
solvency, marketing, advertising and 
policy language, he noted. 

While the department seeks 
justification for companies’ in- 
surance rates, the department does 
not give approval of the rates. “‘Ac- 
cording to state statutes, insurance 
policies cannot contain excessive 
rates, provide inadequate coverage or 
be unfairly discriminatory,” he said, 
which is considered in the review of 
companies. 

If a company is found in violation 
after an investigation, an ad- 
ministrative hearing is conducted. A 
$200 fine per occurance can be im- 
posed or the company’s charter re- 
voked if the incident is proved, 
however the company cited can take 
the action to court, Kirby said. 

Kirby attributed increases in 
homeowners’ insurance rates to ris- 
ing inflation and said because com- 
panies must replace losses at current 
prices the increase is necessitated. 

Arson is another factor in in- 
creased claims which ultimately 
leads to increased rates, he added and 
he urged the group to form an arson 
task force to help combat the pro- 
blem. s. 

Kirby was also asked by the panel 
members to request the insurance 
commissioner to schedule a meeting 
within the next month to answer 
further concerns of the community. 
In addition, a meeting with the In- 
diana Fair Plan Board which serves 


Pay" and low-income insurance 


holders is being sought by the group. 
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Citizen Group Discusses 


S auc 13 1980 
Insurance 


Several items concerning 
homeowners insurance were 
negotiated Monday at a meeting of 
the Citizens Action Insurance Task 
Force representatives and Indiana 
Insurance Commissioner Hosea P. 
Hudson and three of his assistants at 
the department's offices in In- 
dianapolis. 

According to a report from the task 
force, discussion focused on cost, 
coverage and cancellation. The task 
force will make available to the 
commissioner the results of its sur- 
veys on insurance in Terre Haute and 
the commissioner will supply the task 
force with information on a wide 
variety of insurance matters. The 
commissioner also will provide the 
task force with information on state 
and federal legislation affecting 
homeowners insurance. 

' The task force made a survey of 810 
homeowners on insurance cost, cov- 
erage and cancellation; a survey of 15 
insurance agents’as to the effect of an 
abandoned dwelling on the policy of 
the homeowner next store and a 
survey of 12 insurance agents on the 
effect of neighborhoods on the obtain- 
ing of a homeowner’s policy. The 
homeowners’ survey was made by the 
15 churches which support Citizens 
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neighborhood associations in the city. 

Information, received by the task 
force at the meeting can be reviewed 
or obtained by those interested con- 
tacting Citizens Action, 207 N. 
Seventh St. The telephone number is 
232-6844. å 
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Citizen Group Seeks 
To Prevent Limitations 


On Discussion Items 


S oct 9 1980 
By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

Vigo County Citizens Action at the 
regular Housing Hearing Day Wed- 
nesday said the organization wished 
to “reclaim” Housing Hearing Day, 
established in February, 1979, with 
the Terre Haute Department of Re- 
development so citizens could ex- 
press concerns about neighborhood 
problems. 

The monthly meetings have been 
conducted by the Redevelopment De- 
partment. Dean Branson, real estate 
administrator for the department 
since June, in sending out the notice 
for Wednesday’s meeting, stated the 
session was to give citizens the op- 
portunity to inquire about progress of 
demolition of condemned structures 
only. Branson was out of the city and 
was represented by Mrs. Dee Hugg, 
office manager for the department. 
She said it was her understanding 
that Branson now is in charge of 
Housing Hearing Day and discussion 
would be limited to demolition pro- 
gress of structures. 

The report of the Citizen Action 
group was presented by Mrs. Dorothy 
Jacobs, of the Near Northside 
Neighborhood Association and the 
meeting was conducted by Mrs. Mar- 
jorie Trench, its chairman. She said 
the various neighborhood association 
members will continue to attend the 
Housing Hearing Days scheduled by 
the Redevelopment Department 


when these concern demolition. 
Branson previously had suggested the 
group take problems related to mat- 
ters other than demolition to the 
appropriate department which would 
take the corrective action. 

In her statement, Mrs. Jacobs out- 
lined the history of Housing Hearing 
Day and then indicated her group 
would arrange for a hearing day when 
problems other than those of demoli- 
tion could be brought up and dis- 
cussed. 

At the beginning of the meeting, 
the Near Northside Neighborhood As- 
sociation presented an inscribed 
award to Branson for his work on 
getting the property at 1126 N. Ninth 
St. demolished and also commended 
Mrs. Hugg for her work on the mat- 
ter. 

Mrs. Hugg said there is no hearing 
scheduled as yet for the next demoli- 
tion contract and also explained the 
Redevelopment Department now re- 
quires 30 percent of the cost of repair 
bond as a sign of good faith. When the 
owner does his own demolition work 
through the Redevelopment Depart- 
ment, there is usually a 60- to 90-day 
time limit. Mrs. Hugg also said the 
department halts payment for de- 
molition work that is incomplete or 
unsatisfactory. 

James Beikman, building inspec- 
tor, said at present the department 
has no plumbing or electrical inspec- 
tors. 
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Press Conf erence 
SSoe WI Ceo 

A press conference planned Wednesday by a 
church coalition interested in addressing social 
problems facing the black community was can- 
celed after a representative group met with Mayor 
Pete Chalos to discuss capital improvement pro- 
jects proposed for the city’s central eastside. 

Chalos said he met with reverends Phil 
Raspberry, J.E. Barksdale, and Cletus Malone and 
two other persons Wednesday to outline concerns of 
Allen Chapel A.M.E., Second Missionary Baptist 
Church and Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church. The 
representatives of the coalition heard Chalos dis- 
cuss procedures the city administration must 
follow in identifying community problems, propos- 
ing solutions to those problems, and the timetable 
in conducting a needs study, engineering study and 
project bids procedures. 

“Sometimes, people don’t realize we can’t ac- 
complish things as fast as they want them ac- 
complished. I feel we all have a better understand- 
ing now and I believe the church group realizes we 
are undertaking big improvements in blighted 
neighborhoods which for too long have been ignored 
by city government,” Chalos said. 

The meeting follows a news statement released 
by Vigo County Citizens Action which suggested the 
city administration was “not cooperative” with 
addressing the needs of the church coalition. Chalos 
criticized the director of the VCCA and said he 
always has had an ‘‘open door”? to all groups 
interested in improving living conditions in Terre 
Haute. 

The mayor said nearly two-thirds of the 43 
vacant homes the group wants demolished already 
have been incorporated in future city plans to 
improve the central eastside. He said city officials 
are attempting to locate actual owners of 19 homes 
listed by the group. Four other homes have been 
contracted to be demolished and one property 
owner has obtained a wrecking permit. 

Chalos said the city intends to spend the majority 


of community development block grant funds on 
the_nei use blacks and_low- 
neome tamilies e sai e central eastside 


project will resolve a lot of the problems, however 
an engineer studying the area said it would take 
every cent of community development money for 
the next 17 years to correct deficiencies. 
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Surveys Phone Problems 


Vigo County Citizens Action wants 
to know if you have had problems 
with the telephone company. ~ 

The group is circulating a survey to 
register complaints about the quality 
of service provided by General 
Telephone Company. 

The survey will be presented at the 
Public Service Commission at a local 
hearing on GenTel’s $45.4 million rate 
increase request to be held in the city 
courtroom, Monday, Aug. 10. 5:30 
p.m. 

The survey seeks information 
about problems with static, discon- 
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nections, trouble placing calls, other 
parties on one-party lines, trouble 
with phone repairs, and problems 
with telephone bills. 

In addition, citizens are asked to 
sugest areas General Telephone could 
be more cost efficient and how the 
quality of telephone service affects 
business. 

Those who want survey forms 
should call Citizens Action, 232-6844 
or write 207 N. Seventh St., Terre 


Haute. 
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CAC organizations - 
fighting budget cuts 


By SUE KAUFMAN 
Tribune Staff Writr 

Expressing concern about Presi- 
dent Reagan's proposed cuts in low 
income weatherization and energy 
assistance programs, Citizens Action 
Coalition, (CAC) chapters throughout 
the state plan to seek assistance 
fighting further budget cuts. 

“Last winter's average gas bill in 
Indiana was $340,” David Culp, 
spokesman for CAC, told a press 
conference in Terre Haute Monday. 

“We estimate that this winter’s gas 
bill will average $384, a i2.9 percent 
increase. Decreasing assistance in 
the face of rising fuel bills can only 
spell disaster for too many people in 
Terre Haute and surrounding com- 
munities, especially those who are 
senior citizens living on fixed in- 
comes.” 

Culp indicated that last year -2,600 
households in Vigo County had to rely 


on Project SAFE, the federal 
government’s energy assistance pro- 
gram. 


Congress authorized $1.875 billion 
r low income energy aid, Culp 
creported, but “Reagan wants to cut 
ope program to $1.232 billion, a 
crease of 34 percent.” _— 
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Many families last year took ad- 
vantage of the low income 
weatherization program in an effort 
to reduce fuel costs, Culp said, noting 
that the program was funded last 
year with $175 million. 

“Reagan plans to kill the program 
entirely” this year, he added. 


“This will mean that 160 low in- 
come families and senior citizens in 
Vigo County who were scheduled to 
have their homes insulated will suf- 
fer,” he concluded. 

Culp. who is making a media tour 
of the state, explained Monday that 
other cuts including tax credits for 
solar energy and conservation are 
being touted by the Reagan ad- 
ministration, and said that CAC will 
be lobbying Indiana’s congressional 
delegation for support against further 
budget cuts. 


“At the same time (these cuts are 
being talked of) Reagan has ex- 
pressed no intention of cutting back 
on subsidies to the oil industry.” Culp 
said. “It is obvious that Reagan cares 
more about his friends in the oil 
industry than he does about hard 
working Hoosiers and senior 


citizens.” 
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CAC Forces Hit Sna 


S APR2 9 1992 


Star Staff Report 


The Citizens Action Coalition’s plan 
to file a formal protest against Public 
Service Indiana’s $124.7 million elec- 
tric rate hike request hit a snag this 
week when the organization learned 
that Stephen Moore, an attorney with 
Bloomington’s: Legal Services could 
not represnent them. 

The AG AC must have an attorney in 


order to file the intervention, and the 
document must be filed at least five 


G 
days before Psseci Wye & 


rate hike, set for May 3. 

Janelle Cousino, the CAC state 
coordinator said she was in contact 
with Moore this week, and learned he 
would not be able to represent the 
group. 

Moore said he discovered that 
Citizens Action was ineligible for 
representation by LSO, which is fed- 
erally funded. “We may be able to 


“represent certain individuals but we 


can not represent the entire group,” 


paaikined Moore. 


They are a group (whose) prima- 
ry purpose is to give advocacy on 
energy issues. Legal (Services) aid is 
designed to help low income individ- 
uals or groups whose primary 
purpose is to serve low-income peo- 
ple,” Moore said. 

Meanwhile, Cousino had to enlist 
another attorney to represent the 
group. “William Julian II, a CAC 
board member will work on the case, 
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g í Over Use Of LSO Counsel 


He has worked on several rate cases 
in the past and is currently involved 
in our NIPSCO case,” Cousino said. 

She said CAC ias several low- 
income members who are willing to 
fight the case as indiviuals and that 
Miller would be involved in that 
aspect of the fight. 

Cousino said the group had used 
Legal Services several times in the 
past but had been excluded from this 
case because of changed guidelines. 


Vigo County Publle Library 


Communit 


As ste i Community Affalrs Flè) ‘ies | mpeuipirs F 
Citizens Action Coalition opens battle i 


against Public Service's 


T sdf Rouen 

Tibet Staff Writer 
At least one state-wide consumer 
group is up in arms over Public 
Service Indiana’s request for a 19 
percent across-the-board rate hike. 
The request follows on the heels of a 
21 percent increase approved last 

June. 

Members of the Citizens Action 
Coalition announced Wednesday they 
have filed an intervention petition 


with the Public Service Commission. 
The petition allows them to present 
testimony at the PSI rate hearings. 

Two PSI officials were on hand to 
answer questions after the press con- 
ference, which was conducted at the 
Vigo County Public Library. Michael 
Goss and Rob Norris, media relations 
personnel from Plainfield, had been 
notified of the press conference the 
night before. 

The debate centered on the in- 
clusion of PSI’s new Gibson Five 
coal-fired plant in the rate base. Built 
at a cost of $425 million, the plant has 
been under construction since 1978 
and will begin operation in October. 
PSI officials admit the requested rate 
increase is an attempt by the utility 
to recover costs from five years of 
construction. 

Indiana law prevents utilities from 
charging for the cost of construction 
until work is completed. 

But CAC members charged that the 
plant’s construction was unneces- 
sary. “The company has over-pre- 
dicted the demand for electric ser- 
vice,” Janelle Cousino, director of 
the state CAC, said. “Now they want 
ratepayers of all classes to pay rates 
reflecting still another power plant.” 


She referred to Indiana statutes 


_which say that all utility property 


that is “used and useful’’ can be 
included in the rate base. The coali- 
tion will attempt to prove that the 
Gibson plant does not meet that 
criteria. 

Figures gathered by CAC show that 
PSI has a reserve capacity of 33.5 
percent. The recommended reserve 
margin coming from the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission is 20 
percent, according to Pat McNeive, 
secretary for CAC in Indianapolis. 

“When we intervene, we will try to 
determine whether or not Gibson 
Five is useful...and if the consumer 
should pay for it if it is not needed,” 
McNeive said. 

PSI officials said such figures do 
not give the entire picture. 

Goss said that the 33.5 percent 
figure represents PSI’s theoretical 
capacity, which is based on the idea 
that all units are available at one 
time. 


“The actual reserve margin has 
never been above 12 percent,” he 
said, noting that plants are often out 
of commission whether because of 
maintenance work or environmental 
problems. 


In addition, he said the 20 percent 
margin is based on units built in the 
past, which are generally smaller. 
“Twenty percent was the accepted 
standard for some time,” he said, 
“but we don’t think that it is adequate 
for our system.” 

“He said PSI has been building 
larger, more efficient units, and that 
if one went out of service, “It would 
take a lot of generating capacity out 
of commission.” 


Had the plant not been built, ‘“‘the 
margin reserve would have met dan- 
gerously low levels,” he maintained. 

Rob Norris, PSI program service 
coordinator, said the reserve capaci- 
ty resulting from the construction of 
Gibson Five will eventually run out. 
He cited studies which indicate that 
PSI’s 69-county area is growing at 
twice the rate of the rest of Indiana. 
In addition, he said businesses will be 
needing the generating capacity once 
they “‘get back on their feet.” 

“We hope they (consumer groups) 
don’t want us to plan around re- 
cessions,” he said. 

Bob Conrad, chairman- of the 
Wabash Valley chapter of CAC, who 
was also present at the press con- 
ference, said, “We think the issues 
are clear. PSI has much more capaci- 
ty than it needs to meet demands, yet 
they want ratepayers to pick up the 
tab for their ill-conceived spending 
spree.” 

Conrad said he plans to speak to 


groups throughout Terre Haute to 
inform them of the proposed rate 
hike. He stressed it will be the low- 
income and elderly who will be 
hardest hit. 

In addition, high energy costs may 
force businesses to leave the area, 
resulting in job loss, he said. 

Cousino, while admitting that PSI 
may need some kind of increase, said 
that it must be “reasonable.” She 
charged that PSI’s proposed in- 
creases are higher than the inflation 
rate, and that their base rate is 
increased in a subjective manner. 

Cousino also charged that PSI al- 
ready has plans to sell energy pro- 
duced by Gibson Five to wholesale 
suppliers, including Wabash Valley 
Energy Group, which serves rural 
customers, and the Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency, which serves city- 
owned utilities. 


proposed rate hike 


Goss a that PSI had always 
intended to sell energy to wholesale 
suppliers. He said that companies are 
being encouraged to buy one-half in- 
terest in the generating capacity of 
Gibson Five. If the deal is consum- 
mated, rates to PSI customers will be 
adjusted, resulting in smaller in- 
creases rather than an actual cut in 
rates. 

Asked how effective she thought 
CAC’s efforts would be, Cousino re- 
sponded, ‘‘Sometimes we win, some- 
times we lose.” She and Conrad en- 
couraged people to get involved to 
fight the proposed rate increase. 
“You can have a major consumer 
victory when you're willing to fight,” 
she said. 

The pre-hearing conference for the 
PSI rate case will be conductd Mon- 
day in the PSC hearing rooms on the 
ninth floor of the State Office Build- 
ing, Indianapolis. Hearing sites and 
schedules will be determined at that 
time. 

Several field hearing locations, in- 
cluding Terre Haute, will be proposed 
by CAC. 
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He told Jones he was able to use central air- 


Local residents concerned about rate increases, 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Staff Writer 

"Utility increases are a major concetn of 
Terre Haute residents. 
- That’s the conclusion of canvassers for the 
state Citizens Action Coalition who have been 
going door-to-door here for the past week as 
part of a fund-raising, public-awareness cam- 
paign to inform people of Public Service 
Indiana’s proposed 19 percent rate increase. 

Before they’re through, they hope to reach 
every resident in the city. 
„Jim Suddarth, field manager for the 10 
canvassers, said they have already talked to 
between 2,000 and 3,000 residents of Terre 
Haute’s east side. 
„ “The response has been great,” he said 
Monday, as canvassers rested at a fast-food 


restaurant before beginning their work. ‘‘Peo- 
ei say, ‘We need someone out there fighting 
or us.’” 


The canvassers arrive in a van each day 
from Indianapolis, where they are conducting 
a similar effort. Each person is assigned to a 
neighborhood and works the area from 4 to 9 
p.m. 


Monday, a reporter and member of the local 
Citizens Action Coalition accompanied can- 
vasser Robert Jones on his trek through the 
Maple Avenue-North 31st Street area. 


Jones, 28, had three tasks: to ask for 
monetary support, to inform people of the 
Sept. 9 rate hearing, and to ask for residents’ 
signatures on a lobbying petition. 

Despite tough times, people combed their 
pockets for whatever they could give — wheth- 
er $5, or $1. 

Tentative mistrust at the ‘‘strangers’’ often 
changed into sympathetic anger over the sev- 
eral proposed utility increases currently 
before the Indiana Public Service Commission. 


George Harbour, 3017 Maple Ave., was — 


working in the garage with bathroom caulk on 
his hands when the CAC canvasser arrived. 
Harbour works as a security guard at CBS 


Records, a job he was forced to take after, 


being laid off as a sales-deliveryman at a local/ 
gas-bottling company two years ago. 

His pay was cut in half in the move. 

“If they’re (utilities) going to get 20 percent, 
by god, we all ought to get 20 percent (in- 
creases),” he said. ‘‘There’s no way we can 
make it on a minimum wage.” 


conditioning only three times last year ‘‘be- 
cause we can’t afford it.” 


Harbour asked his wife to make out a check 
for $5. And both signed the statement of 
support. 


One of the CAC’s additional tasks will be to 
contact each of the individuals who sign to 
remind them of the Sept. 9 hearing. 


/ The job of a canvasser is not an easy one. 
Jones said he has been threatened, and called 
_a Communist. 
Forest and Pear! Tapy, 2039 N. 31st St., also 
» welcomed Jones and his cause. “They (utili- 
ties) get enough,” Mrs. Tapy said. 
The elderly couple made a contribution, 
signed the statement, and said they’d try to 


make it to the hearing. 

Barbara Gonzales, 2027 N. 31st St., was also 
concerned about the 49 percent increase sought 
by the Terre Haute Water Works Corp. ‘‘We 
won’t be able to have a fire any more,” she 
joked, referring to the requested 98 percent 
increase for public fire protection. 

Several residents voiced concerns about 
water bills, Jones said. 

Not everyone greeted Jones with an en- 
thusiastic response. 

“I think it’s a good idea, but I don’t think you 


\ ean beat them,” one woman said. “They'll win 


out in the long run.” She would neither 
contribute nor sign the petition. 

Jones noted that the attitude was probably 
based on apathy — or fear. “If everyone acted 
that way, nothing would get done,” he said. 


Vigo County Public Library 


Caramunity Affairs File ASONS- ViGO— CTi Zens ACTION COAL 


Sess 


Northeastside neighborhood group 


shows good track record to date 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Staff Writer 

At least one Terre Haute neighborhood association has 
a pretty good ‘‘track record” to date. 

Inside the Tracks Neighborhood Association, in the area 
of 25th Street and Fort Harrison Road, has quite a list of 
accomplishments, according to Nita and Dale Hall, as- 
sociation leaders. 

The organization has attacked such problems as bad 
roads and alleys, stray dogs and weedy lots. 

Its latest project will be to clear up a 10-acre site owned 
by Templeton Coal Co. It maintains the area is a haven for 
rodents, a source of grass fires, an eyesore and a 
“playground’’ for youths who drive their cars there. 

This past summer, the group approached Robert Pfister 
about the problem, since Pfister is attempting to sell the 
area for the owners. 

The Halls said the area was mowed once during the 
summer when all work stopped. Since then the weeds have 
grown back and along with the weeds have come accompa- 
nying health hazards, among them insects, worms, rodents 
and trash. 

The area also has a lake, where they say several 
drownings have occurred over a number of years. 

The Halls said they have repeatedly attempted to 
contact Pfister. “He made an effort, and then he quit,” 
Mrs. Hall said. 

This time, the group intends to make its voice heard. If 
necessary, it will take the problem to the mayor himself. 

“Why have a law (ordinance) that’s not enforced?” Mrs. 
Hall asked, referring to the city’s weed ordinance. 

Contacted Thursday, Pfister said that if the group has a 
gripe, it should give him a call. “‘I’ll pass the word to the 


owner,” fe said. _.. N 
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Earlier in the summer, Pfister arranged for someone to 
mow the area on behalf of the owner. “I’m sure the weeds 
have grown again. They might need to be cut.”’ 

He said he’d probably take a drive by the area to survey 
the situation. The land has been for sale for several years, 
he said, noting that it is an industrial site. 

Inside the Tracks is part of Vigo County Citizens Action, 
which has provided resources and research for several 
county neighborhood associations. 

Citizens Action has not met since Marc Engle, its 
director, moved to Chicago earlier this year. 

Inside the Tracks includes about 100 homes and has a 
monthly committee meeting. 


Formed last summer, the Halls believe that the neigh- 
borhood association concept is an effective means to get 
things accomplished. ‘‘By representing a group, we can get 
attention...as individuals, we could not,” Hall said. 

He said he prefers to think of the association as a 
“community” rather than a “pressure” group. 

Generally, the committee calls a meeting of the neigh- 
bors only when a major problem develops. They estimate 
neighborhood attendance at 20 to 30 percent. ‘‘It’s hard to 
get people together,” Hall said. ‘Everyone has their own 
opinion, but they won't put their voice to it at a meeting.” 

Efforts to form a citizens’ patrol fell through when no 
one would give money for gasoline. Crime is another 
concern of residents. 

The Halls say they have been robbed four times in the 
past year, with property loss amounting to $2,000. “Our 
insurance got canceled,” Mrs. Hall said. N 

The goal of Inside the Tracks is simple: “We're trying 
to clean up the neighborhood...that’s all we want,” Hall 
said. 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Downtown office space is needed 
* if a centralized information network 
$ for, the unemployed is going to 
%-become a reality, a Citizens Action 
į Coalition spokesman said Saturday. 
*= Jobless people and those who are 
“underemployed do not know how to 
‘Mind help to obtain food for their 
‘families or similar available 
\ services. The only such centralized 
office is Lifeline, said Bob Conrad, 
Sthe CAC spokesman. 
2, Help could come through an office 
“a which would serve as an information 
{center and free coffee shop for those 
Š people, Conrad said. People could 
get help with immediate problems. 
he said. 
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Local interest in such a project 
exists, he said. He bases the assess- 
ment on interst shown at public 
meetings organized by the local 
C ittee—for— 


the— Un- 
employed. 

Local projects also would be 
supported. 

“Instead of duplicating efforts, 
it’s best to support organizations” 
already existing. such as the 
Samaritan Project, Conrad said. 
Local unions have contributed 
money and items to such projects at 
their members’ urging, he said. 

Preferably, the office would be 
within walking distance of downtown 
labor locals and the Employment 
Security Division on Ohio Street. 
Conrad said. 

Several labor unions have told 
CAC they would be ‘‘more than glad 
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office’ 


to help us out" once the organization 
begins operation. 

Food distribution, health care, 
utilities and housing are four 
problems the committee identified 
at those meetingss. The group would 
lobby for beneficial legislation on 
those problems. bal 

“We're going to take an active 
role. A lot of state and federal 
lobbying through a phone bank 
worked by the unemployed is part of 
the plan, Conrad said. 

Several labor unions told CAC they 
would be “more than glad to help us 
out’ once the project begins. Find- 
ing funding is another obstacle. 

Until then, the project is at a 
standstill. 

“Right now we're on hold, basical- 
ly” until an office can be located, 
said Conrad. 


so 
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By Liz Ciancone 
Tribune-Star Asst. City Editor 


Local Ci : i 
members are helping organize op- 
position to a federal bill that would 
deregulate natural gas. 

The coalition has declared today 
National Gas Protest Day and is 
asking citizens to sign petitions and 
write letters to Congress urging 
support of the Natural Gas Con- 
sumer Relief Act. 

Robert Conrad, president of the 
coalition’s Wabash Valley Chapter, 
said his group will pass out informa- 
tion at road blocks today and take 
donations. 

“We look for a 175 percent 
increase in the price of natural gas 
if the law (deregulation) goes into 
effect,” Conrad said. “We worry 
about the employment picture in the 
pais if the price of natural gas 
—increases since some of our biggest 
7 industries depend on natural gas as 
Ei fuel source,” he said, citing Eli 
o Lilly, Central Nitrogen, Midland 
& Glass and General Housewares. 
= Conrad also said that deregulation 
~S would hit farmers hard, because 75 
U percent of farm fertilizer production 
tp cost comes from the cost of natural 
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Passing gas 
act opposed 
by coalition 


Across the state, community 
groups, labor organizations, senior 
citizens, consumers, minority and 
citizen groups have launched a drive 
to gain support for the Natural Gas 
Consumer Relief Act. The bill is 
cosponsored in the House by 150 
Congressmen, including four from 
Indiana — Frank McCloskey, D- 
Bloomington, is the only area con- 
gressman listed as a sponsor. 

The bill proposes: 

e to roll back gas prices to levels 
existing before the winter of 1982-83; 

e to extend controls on new natural 
gas until 1987; and 

e to limit contract provisions that 
would cause pipelines to purchase 
expensive gas after the lower-priced 
gas is available. 

“The present law doesn’t set a 
floor, it sets a ceiling price,” Conrad 
said, ‘‘and the ceiling price has 
become the base price. The natural 
gas companies are spending millions 
to win decontrol legislation. Ob- 
viously they are not pouring money 
into a campaign to win legislation to 
lower natural gas prices.” 

The Natural Gas Consumer Relief 
Act (H.R. 2154 in the House and S. 
966 in the Senate) has been reported 
out of sub-committee hearings and is 


now in the hands of the full Energy < 


Committee. Conrad said. 
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Citizens” group. meets Myers over gas plan 


The Wabash Valley Citizens Ac- 
ition Coalition will meet Saturday 
(with Rep. John T. Myers, R-Ind., to 
|discuss proposed natural-gas regula- 
tion. 

The meeting begins at 10 a.m. in 
I Myers’ district office, 107 Federal 
Building. 

Coalition members will discuss a 
bill sponsored by Rep. John Dingell, 
D-Mich., chairman of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, 
and Rep. Phil Sharp, D-Ind, 


chairman of the, Fossil Fuels sub- 
committee. 

The Dingell-Sharp bill includes 
key provisions formerly contained in 
the Natural Gas Consumer Relief 
Act. 

Robert Conrad, CAC president, 
said the group will encourage Myers 
to vote in support of the legislation, 
which would extend controls for two 
years; roll back wellhead prices to 


September 1982 leyels, and require 


Community Also 


pipelines to purchase natural gas at 
the lowest price available. 

The immediate effect of the bill’s 
passage would be to reduce con- 
sumer utility bills by 10 percent, 
Conrad said. 

Passage would save consumers 
$300 in the next three years, said 
Janelle Cousino, director of the state 
CAC. 

Conrad said three or four 
members of the coalition will attend. 


